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I.  A.  Winter Training,, Living Stream Campus, Anaheim, CA, 12/22-27/2008
The title of this semi-annual training is “The Crystallization-study of Acts.” It was composed of twelve messages.  Their titles are:
1. The Intrinsic Significance of the Book of Acts and Witnesses of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus,

2. One Accord,

3. The Holy Spirit in Acts—the Essential Spirit of Resurrected Life and the Economical Spirit of Ascension Power, the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the Inward and Outward Filling of the Spirit,

4. The Teaching and the Fellowship of the Apostles,

5. The Heavenly Vision and Vanquishing Conversion of the Apostle Paul,

6. God’s Central Testimony—the Incarnated, Crucified, Resurrected, and Ascended Christ as the All-inclusive One,

7. The Divine Trinity and the Kingdom of God,

8. The Enjoyment and Propagation of the Resurrected Christ as the Jubilee in Acts,

9. Keeping Ourselves in the One Flow of the Lord’s Work for the Spreading of the Church and Receiving the Lord’s Mercy to Be Saved from Satan’s Schemes,

10. The God-ordained Way of Prayer, the Spirit, and the Word for God’s Move,

11. The Gospel. God’s Salvation, and the Need for a Dispensational Transfer, and

12. The Continuation of the Book of Acts—the Corporate Continuation of Christ.

Acts is the action of the resurrected and ascended Christ through His disciple in producing His Body, the Church.  Acts does not end with Chapter 28; today we are all in Chapter 29—the continuation of the gospel.  We all need to have the vision as Paul did about the Body, the one accord, the fellowship and teaching of the apostles, and the Word, the Spirit, and prayer.

About 5,000 were in the live training. Ten percent were first time attendees.  Many came from overseas, including a couple from Ethiopia.  Six from San Antonio were there (Grace, Noe, Carlos, Maria, Gloria, and John).

C. International Thanksgiving Day Conference, Chicago, IL., 11/27-30/08


The general subject is “The Testimony of Jesus.”  The six messages are

1. The Revealed Christ and the Testifying Church,

2. The Local Churches as the Testimony of Jesus,

3. Being Rescued out of the present Evil Age and Being Saved from the Crooked and Perverted Generation to be the Testimony of Jesus,

4. The Revelation and Experience of the Testimony of Jesus (1),

5. The Revelation and Experience of the Testimony of Jesus (2), and 

6. The Revelation and Experience of the Testimony of Jesus (3).


As reported by Robert and Li-yu Han, there were 2,000 to 3,000 saints enjoying this Thanksgiving feast—the Testimony of Jesus--together.  

II.
Schedule of Conferences & Trainings: 

· Video Winter Training



San Antonio, TX


12/24/08-











1/4/09
· International Chinese-speaking Conference

Taipei, Taiwan


1/25-27/09

· Spanish-speaking Mini-conference


Rio Grande Valley, TX

2/21-22/09*
· (*This is a change from previously announced date due to trainers coming from Mexico!)
· College Conference




Latham Springs, TX

3/6-8/09
· Spring Chinese-speaking Conference


Houston, TX


3/20-22/09
· (**Spanish-speaking conference usually held in May in Houston will probably be changed to this date in Irving.)
· Spring ITERO




Anaheim, CA


4/3-5/09
· JH-High School Conferences



OKC, Metroplex, Huntsville, TX
4/10-12/09
· Albuquerque Blending Conference


Albuquerque, NM


4/10-12/09
· Central American Conference 


Honduras or El Salvador

4/10-12/09
· Elders’ Meeting




Austin, TX


4/18/09
· Percy Quinn (LA+MS) Conference


McComb, MS


4/24-26/09
· Spanish-speaking Conference
**


Houston, TX


5/8-10/09**
· International Memorial Day Conference

Philadelphia, PA


5/22-25/09
· Spanish-speaking Mini-conference


Corpus Christi, TX


6/6/09
· Seniors’ Conference



Dallas, TX


6/13-14/09
· Team Reunion




Austin, TX


6/18-20/09
· Summer Training




Anaheim, CA


6/29-7/4/09
· Middle School Conferences



Lake Texoma and Lake Lavon, TX
8/6-9/09
· Autumn Chinese-speaking Conference


Plano, TX


9/11-13/09
· Autumn ITERO




Cebu City, Philippines

10/1-3/09
· Spanish-speaking Mini-conference


Laredo, TX


10/17/09
· College Conference




Latham Springs, TX

10/23-25/09
· JH-High School Conference



Odessa



10/30-11/1/09
· Percy Quinn (LA+MS)Conference


McComb, MS


10/30-11/1/09
· Midwest Conference



Rock Springs, KS


10/30-11/1/09
· Elders’ Meeting




OKC, OK


11/7/09
· International Thanksgiving Conference

Indianapolis, IN


11/26-29/09
· Winter Training




Anaheim, CA


12/21-26/09
For the college conference, contact Br. Pedro Ledezma (Jr); for the high school conference, contact Br. Justin Stout @ 657-3950; summer and winter training and others, Br. George Whitington @ 641-0465.

III.
Daily Constitution by the Word

A. Morning Revival: We are on Week 1 of the Testimony of Jesus in the Holy Word for Morning Revival (HWMR) on 1/5/09.  Call Cleo Whitington if you need a copy (210/641-0465); it is usually available at the Callaghan (Lord’s Day am) and Babcock (Wed. night) meeting halls.
B. Daily Life Message We should be on Message 11, “The Practical Virtues of Christian’s Perfection” of the Life Study of James on 1/5/09.

C. Daily Bible Study with Footnotes We are reading through the Recovery Version New Testament with footnotes.  Please pick up a reading schedule from the service table.  (Even though we began this year with Matthew 1, you can start with 1 Peter or Revelation.  Reading the Bible is not an “express train” but a “local train;” one can get on any time—but don’t get off.)
D. E-Manna Please contact www.lsm.org for our daily supply.

IV.    Reports and Supplications 
                    (Act locally, view globally)

A.  Local 

O  Baptism     Br. Jin-bao Zhu and his wife Sr. Li-hua Wang and Sr. Grace Nie were baptized at the Thanksgiving Day Feast on 11/27/08 at the meeting hall.  Sr. Castro was baptized on 11/9/08.  Our goal decided in the August brothers’ fellowship for this year 2008 is ten.  (The cumulative baptisms for the year 2008 are eleven; praise the Lord!)
O  UTSA Celebration Outing, 12/6/08 A total of 50 people (15 students) were in this sweet fellowship for the celebration of the end of the semester.  It was held at Brad and Pat’s house in Hollywood Park.
O  Visitation of trainees from the Full Time Training in Seoul (FTTS), Korea, 11/14/08  Twenty one (21) trainees were spending three weeks in Plano to preach the gospel to Koreans.  Like FTTA, they are college graduates taking a two-year training in the truth and the building up of the Body of Christ.  They visited the Alamo City for a blending meeting on 11/14/08 Friday night.  We had over 60 saints total in this blending.  They visited the Alamo and River Walk Friday afternoon.  They left for Houston Saturday morning.   .

O  Elders’ Meeting, Austin, TX, 11/8/09 About seventy brothers gathered together at the Foremost Hall for this one-day fellowship.  This is mainly for the South-central states, but brothers came from as far as Salt Lake City and Kansas City. The brothers reviewed three messages from the Malaysia ITERO in October.  Br. Joe Davis of London, UK shared the progress of the Lord’s Move in Europe and Israel.  A big hurdle is visa application in European countries.  However, the best way to get a visa is applying for graduate school.
O  Young People’s Conference, Odessa, TX. 10/31-11/2/08 Four workers and four young people (YP) went to this conference.  In addition, Br. Samuel Rosario also went as one of the speakers. So the adult to YP ratio for San Antonio was over 100%.  This is the first time the church in Odessa took up this responsibility.  Formerly it was held in Ft. Stockton, about midway between San Antonio and El Paso on I-10. 

O   Saturday Levitical service is held between 10 and 11:30 AM.  The first 10 to 15 minutes is for the morning revival. Then we clean up the meeting hall, the parking lot, and the lawn. The schedule/responsibility is always the east side saints are responsible for the first Saturday of the month, the north side saints for the second Saturday of the month, the west side saints for the third Saturday, the Chinese-speaking saints for the fourth Saturday.  If there is a fifth Saturday, it is open to any saints.

Paul said he who preaches the gospel shall live by gospel.  We are members of the Body and since we receive the benefit of the gospel, we should shoulder our responsibility for the Levitical (practical) service.  We do this with a praying heart.  When we sweep the hallway, we pray that anyone entering this hall will be blessed.  When we arrange the chairs, we pray that anyone who sits on this chair will be constituted by the speaking and enjoy the meeting.  When we clean the bathroom, we thank the Lord that “to be in the court of God one day is better than a thousand, and I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness (Psalms 84:10).” 

O  Sisters’ Monthly Fellowship Usually it is held at 12:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at the Whitington’s home on the northwest side.  

O  Spanish-speaking Group Meeting Between 10 to 25 Spanish-speaking saints started the Saturday group meeting at John and Yiya Londergan’s home, rotting weekly.  This is very encouraging.  San Antonio has 55% Hispanic population.  For a local church, its members should be proportional to the local demography.  Br. Benson Phillips charged Br. George Whitington that one of the burdens for him to be sent to San Antonio was to care for Spanish-speakers in San Antonio and the churches in the Rio Grande Valley.  This indicates the burden of the blending brothers toward the Spanish-speaking people.  May the Lord use this group meeting to bring increase in life, building and numbers of Spanish-speakers!
O  Thanksgiving Love Feast Br. Lee never condoned Christmas or Easter, but he allowed the Thanksgiving Day observation.  Since the Chinese-speaking saints of our locality are mostly first-generation immigrants, this American tradition is usually not established until the second generation.  Thus, they are not invited by relatives, or have no relatives to invite, to dinner on this holiday.  It is suitable to meet this need by having a love feast at the meeting hall.  Also this is a good way to blend.  


Because we uphold the Body principle, this gathering is not a “Chinese” meeting.  There were six Caucasians, two Hispanics, and one Korean for a total of 100 saints, children, and gospel friends and ten UTSA MBA exchange students from China.  Br. Chi gave the opening and concluding prayers.  Br. Liu led the children’s exhibition.  Br. Wang was responsible for the half-hour gospel presentation.  Three saints were baptized by Br. Collins and Br. Wang.  It was a most memorable Thanksgiving Day for the year of our Lord 2008.

O  December Graduation Sr. Victoria Chai received her master’s degree in English as a Second Language.  Br. Shawn Liu was granted an MBA.  Br. Shawn’s first master’s degree is in Electric Engineering from UTSA.  Both graduated from the University of Texas at San Antonio.

O  Hospitalization and Caring Remember what Paul said: “We then that are strong [i.e., healthy] ought to bear the infirmities of the weak and not to please ourselves (Romans 15:1).”  Philippians 2:4 “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  Continuing your prayer or fast-prayer for the following saints.  If possible, call or write a card.

· Sr. Mercedes Rawdin Please pray for her.  Once again, she checked into Wilford Hall—the Air Force hospital at Lackland Air Force Base in the last week of November.  She went into the rehab center in December and is back home now; she requests calls but not visits due to weakness.    
· Sr. Jonie Ou of Corpus Christi was diagnosed with lymphatic cancer.  She had a second chemotherapy the last week of November. She feels good about this treatment.  Do pray for her and her three boys under 10, the three month old Faith Lydia, and her husband Br. Paul.    
· Br. Bill Freeland came to meetings often and is looking better because of Sr. Laura’s care.  He still needs a transplant and the Body’s support. 
· Br. Fred Fisher contracted hepatitis through his job.  He is in stage 4 and requires your strong prayer support.   
· Lenient but Protracted Diseases Please do pray for saints who have diabetes, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, backache, kidney failure, etc.  If you want to pray specifically for each person, please consult with other saints and your group coordinators 

B. Extra-Local

O  Guatemala and Honduras  Br. George spent a week from December 6 to 12, 2008 in these two countries strengthening the churches.  About 90 saints were in the fellowship from three localities in the mini-conference in Guatemala City.  
V.
Statistics of the Lord’s Day Attendees:



11/02/08


98

12/07/08

  
86





11/09/08


102

12/14/08


89

11/16/08


113

12/21/08


100


11/23/08


105

12/28/08


87

11/30/08


85



	Babcock Hall

6193 Babcock Road, San Antonio, TX 78240

The designated offering for the building fund is $155,000 as of the end of December 2008.

The present need (architect’s estimate) is $2.5 million; maybe less.

We had a $5,500 increase during this November and December reporting period.

*****************

Are you one of the statistics?  The December 2008 issue of the Christianity Today magazine has an article entitled “Scrooge Lives!”  The following is an excerpt:
· More than one out of four American Protestants give away no money at all—“not even a token $5 per year.”
· Of the Christian groups, evangelical Protestants score best: only 10 percent give nothing away.  Thirty-six percent report that they give away less than two percent of their income.  Only about 27 percent tithe.

· The median annual giving for an American Christian is actually $200, just over half a percent of after-tax income.  About 5% of American Christians provide 60% of the money churches and religious group use to operate.

· America’s biggest givers—as a percentage of their income—are its lowest income earners. 

· When Americans earned less money following the Great Depression, they gave more.  When income went up, they began to give less of it away.

· “Many of the folks in the well-heeled neighborhoods driving Lexuses and going to their summer cottage are doing this all on credit.” 

· A major reason Christians do not give is because they are not asked to [by their church.  This is even though the Bible exhorts tithing and giving in the Old, e.g., Malachi 3:10 “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house;” and the New Testaments, e.g., Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”]*

· Offering money, many Christians believe, should be like Hollywood’s version of romance:  spontaneous, exuberant, and impulsive.  However, a steady, habitual, even automatic approach to giving can do more to form us spiritually than the give-only-out-of-joy approach. The decision to give a percentage of our income automatically and “off the top” (first before other things) can affect everything from the house we live in to the groceries we buy to a pizza delivery.  When we pass on a purchase because we know the check to church or a sponsored child is going out that week, it forces us to prioritize.  It places supremacy with someone or something other than us.  More importantly, and formatively, it reorients our life.  

· A man’s pocketbook, Martin Luther said, is the last piece of him to be converted.

· The Mormons give 5%; Methodists, Lutherans, and Presbyterians, 1.5%; Baptists, 2.5%; other Protestants and Pentecostals, 3.5%; Jews, 2%; nonreligious, 1%, Jehovah Witness, less than 1%.   (Percentage of income to churches and charitable organizations.) 

Br. Watchman Nee said:  “Many young brothers and sisters would give offering when they have some money; but they give much less when they have more money.  Henceforth, if we ask the Lord to gain our heart, He should also gain our money bag.  Heart is crucial; so is the money.  If we do not open our money bag, we will never open our heart.”  Collected Works, Volume 2, book 4, page 215-6.

Br. Witness Lee asked us to give 15%: ten percent for the general offering to meet the local needs such as mortgage and operations of the meeting hall and full timers, and five percent for the gospel locally and the Lord’s move globally.   

  *Footnote: bracketed “[…]” portion is the editor’s insert for clarification or comment.                                                                                                                                                                 


	A Sweet Savor

We in the Lord’s recovery practice the left-hand-does-not-know-what-the-right-hand-does with regard to offering. We charge the brothers taking care of the offering box not to talk to their wives about the saints’ offering.  This way we will treat the saints the same with no respect of his or her offering.  However, we do want to encourage the saints on giving for his growth in life.  It is a good virtue.  It requires training.  It demands the overseers, the elders, to speak about it.  Our Lord Jesus sat over against the treasure in the Temple for the purpose of solely to see how people make an offering (Mark 12:41).  And we henceforth have the widow’s two-mite commendation.  Paul also commended the churches in Macedonia for their contribution, even in their severe poverty, to the saints in Corinth (2 Corinthians 8:1-3) to exhort Corinthians to give for the Lord’s move.  Based on these two Bible cases, we do think it is not inappropriate to mention this following story.

The church here had her first Lord’s Table in September 1984.  We had an old, dear brother meeting with us.  A year later, he passed away in his sleep.  His son lives on the East Coast and is serving in his locality in young people’s work.  Because his father was with us, he began to make a monthly offering of $500 to the church here after the funeral.  With time, his monthly offering rose to $600 and to $700 at the present.  Because of his spiritual maturity, we do believe this is beyond his offering to his own local church.  One time he did ask us if he could shift his offering away from San Antonio.  After considering our financial situation in support of the campus gospel team and Berlin, Germany, the elders told him that we did still need his portion.  So he continued this giving. 

From 1986 to 2008, this brother and his wife are faithfully supporting the church in San Antonio.  One would ask what direct benefit do they get from San Antonio?  Zero. They are not using our meeting hall, children service, or love feast.  They do not get any spiritual help from us.  If we multiply 22 years with 12 months and $600 as an average, that would be $160,000, without considering the compounded interest.  Why do they give to us?  The churches in Macedonia, especially the church in Philippi, gave because Paul gave them the gospel first.  This couple honors their parent and the Lord’s recovery.  We know that this brother is in abundance and will continue to prosper, both spiritually and financially.  Godspeed to him.  
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