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I.  International Training for Elders and Responsible Ones, LSM Campus, Anaheim, CA. March 31 - April 2, 2006  

     More than 1,300 saints participated in this training, including George Whitington and Brad Nabers.  The church in Houston sent 14 saints.  This training followed the burden of the International Conference in Taipei, Taiwan.  The general subject was “Taking the Shepherding Way to Preach the Gospel and Revive the Church.” The messages were given in the following order:

1. Living a Shepherding Life for the Building Up of the Church

2. Shepherding the Flock of God (1) The Pattern of the Apostle Paul in Shepherding

3. Shepherding the Flock of God (2) The Charge of the Apostle Paul concerning Shepherding

4. The Elders Being Slaves to the Saints to Take Care of Them in Everything and Every Way for the Dispensing of Christ into Them

5. Being Fully Reconciled to God to be Enlarged in Our Heart for Shepherding

6. The Urgent Need to Deal with Our Disposition

7. The Elders’ Shepherding One Another, Loving One Another, and Coordinating with One Another to be a Model of the Body Life (1)

8.  The Elders’ Shepherding One Another, Loving One Another, and Coordinating with One Another to be a Model of the Body Life (2)

  Although messages were given first on the high peak divine revelation, then on the God-man living, and finally on the organic shepherding, in actuality, these three can occur simultaneously.  In shepherding, we know that we are short of divine knowledge and that our living is not yet a model for the shepherded one to emulate.  Thus, we endeavor to know the divine truth and a sanctified living.  It is also in our daily living that we find that we are short of Bible knowledge.  Either way, we need the Lord’s mercy to bring us forward unto maturity and to be built up with the saints as His bodily expression on the earth.    

II.  Schedule of Conferences & Trainings: 

· Spanish-speaking Conference



Houston, TX


5/19/06-5/21/06
· Int’l Memorial Day Conference



Phoenix, AZ


5/26/06-5/29/06
· HS Seniors-To-Be Conference



Dallas, TX


6/10/06-6/11/06
· Team Reunions



clusters/Irving


6/22/06-6/24/06
· Summer Training



Anaheim, CA


7/3/06-7/8/06
· Video Training



San Antonio, TX


7/15,16,22,23/06
· Chinese Scholars/Students Conference


Franklin Park, NJ


7/31/06-8/6/06

· Jr/Sr High Conferences



Anadarko/Oakridge/Lake Lavon
8/3/06-8/6/06
· Chinese-speaking Fall Conference



Houston, TX


9/8/06-9/10/06
· Fall Area Conference (Labor Day)



Irving, TX


9/22/06-9/24/06
· Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones
Whistler, B.C., Canada

10/5/06-10/7/06
· College Fall Conference



Latham Springs, TX

10/20/06-10/22/06
· Jr/Sr High Conferences



Ft. Stockton, TX & Rock Springs, KS   10/27/06-10/29/06
· Percy Quin Conference



McComb, MS


10/27/06-10/29/06
· Elders Meeting



Austin, TX


11/4/2006
· Int’l Thanksgiving Conference



Washington D.C. 


11/23/06-11/26/06

· Winter Training



Anaheim, CA


12/25/06-12/30/06

For college conferences, contact Br. Mike Findeisen @ 699-9813; for high school conferences, contact Br. Joe Tinnon @ 657-3950; for others, Br. George Whitington @ 641-0465.  The bold-faced ones are the seven annual blending feasts (conferences or trainings) that are the heritage of the Lord’s recovery.  We expect and encourage each one of us to attend at least one of these feasts per year.

III. Daily Constitution by the Word

A. Morning Revival: We are on week 4 “The Prerequisites of the Believers’ Building Up in the Church, the Body of Christ (1)” of the Crystallization-study of the Building of God as of 5/8/06.   Please contact Sr. Cleo Whitington (641-0465) for copies of the HWMR.  We have English, Spanish, Korean and Chinese versions. 

B. Reading the Bible through in a Year: Please continue your reading and mark your progress on the bulletin board chart at the hall.  If you missed the beginning, just start from Psalms and Corinthians now.

C.  E-Manna: The www.lsm.org site provides daily reading materials.  
IV. Reports and Supplications 


         (Act locally, view globally)

Local: 

· Baptism:  Diego Gorgazzi was baptized into the Triune God on 2/9/06, followed by Jimmy Cardenas, Hilda Garcia and her children Melina and Eric on 3/12/06.  Praise the Lord !   Cumulative baptisms for the year 2006 are six.
· Bibles for America:  We are now in fellowship and coordination to contact those who have received a New Testament Recovery Version Bible and the first packet of publications from Bibles for America.  There are 69 people in the San Antonio area, as of May 9th, that have requested to be contacted, and we expect this number to continue to grow.  A Bibles for America (BfA) training was held on May 2nd with 5 saints attending, followed by additional training and fellowship on May 9th.  Not all of these contacts have been regenerated (yet!).  This is a wonderful opportunity for the fellowship of the gospel to expand here in SA.  Much prayer is needed on an on-going basis for this endeavor:  that the Lord would really bless us with remaining fruit for the building up of the Body of Christ, and that He would raise up the workers to bring in the harvest!  Contact Mike Collins for coordination.

· Spring Chinese-speaking Conference: Thanks to Brs. Raymond Teng and Richard Wang for their visitation this February.  This was the first time that the church in San Antonio had over 20 saints registered for this conference held in the church in Plano.  Brs. Albert Lin of Anaheim and Benjamin Chen of New York City shared the burden of all the messages on shepherding given in the International Conference in Taipei in late January 2006.   It was profitable for us to blend with 800 saints from different localities.
· High School and Jr. High Conferences:   The high school young people’s conference was held in Houston and attended by Charis Elliott, with Celeste Elliott serving.  The junior high conference was hosted by the church in OKC.  About 180 people attended, including our Michael Angulo and Benjamin Findeisen with Mike Findeisen as the serving one.  
· Austin Fellowship:  Every second Lord’s Day of the month we have a love feast, but in March we postponed this to 3/26/06 because Brs. Paul Bixby and Danny Crapps from Austin came and had the God-ordained way fellowship with us.  The church here deeply appreciates their coming down to bring us the riches.  We owe much to our sister church.  The Lord’s Table meeting was rescheduled to 6 PM.
· Responsible Brothers Fellowship was held at the church in Oklahoma City meeting hall on 3/22/06.  Over 80 brothers from localities in the south central area attended.  We also talked to saints from Phoenix and Denver.  Br. Jim McKee of Phoenix encouraged the churches to attend the Memorial Day conference to be held there.  He said the hotel rooms are booking up quickly.  We also attended the campus meeting at the University of Oklahoma in Norman.  That night there were 120 people, and 3 students were baptized, two of which were Chinese students.  One had just arrived in the US 10 days before!  
· Celebration Outing:  At the end of each college semester we have a celebration outing.  On 4/29/06, we had a joint outing with Texas State and San Marcus.  Total participants were about 100, of which 50 were from San Antonio.    
· Hospitalization and Caring:  Remember what the Apostle Paul said, “We then that are strong [i.e., healthy] ought to bear the infirmities of the weak and not to please ourselves,” Romans 15:1.  Philippians 2:4 “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”   Please continue your prayers for the following saints, and when possible, call or write a card:

· Sister Jody Fisher is back on chemotherapy again.  Fred and Jody appreciate the many saints who visited Jody in Methodist Hospital and the Warm Springs Rehab Center.  Jody is back at Methodist-Medical Center as of 5/5/06.  She needs encouragement and visitation.  A physician will recommend treatment for Fred’s liver cirrhosis.  Please pray for this couple with God’s eternal economy in view!  They hope to buy a house close to UTSA for fellowship purposes.
· Lenient but Protracted Diseases:  Please do pray for saints who have diabetes, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, backache, kidney stone, high blood pressure, heart problems, etc.  Remember Sr. Mercedes Rawdin, Br. Jim Fox, Francis Flores, Br. George and Sr. Cleo, Br. Chi, Br. Lin, and Br. George Angulo.
· Annual Official Meeting: Held on 3/12/06.  According to Texas corporation law, the church distributed the 2005 fiscal financial report and elected officials.  Meeting minutes were prepared and filed.
· Mail Bag 

· Eileen Wang defended her dissertation on 4/14/06.  She spent 3.5 years to get her Ph.D from BS degree.  She had the opportunity to join research teams at Harvard in Cambridge, MA or Southwest Medical Center in Dallas, but she chose to stay at the San Antonio Health Science Center.  Her specialty is MRI research.

· Martin Wang received his Master in Business Management from UTSA.

· John Nabers received his bachelor degree in May.

· Benjamin Nabers is a high school graduate.  He will attend university in Memphis, Tennessee.

· Mark Steele graduated from Madison High School.

· Janny Chang graduated from Churchill High

· Peter Liang will leave for his surgical residency in Albert Einstein Memorial Hospital, New York City the second week of June.  He will meet with the saints in the Bronx meeting hall of the church in NYC.

· Anne Yu got her master’s degree from Georgetown University on 12/25/05.  She received a one-year fellowship with a research institute in Seattle.  She will transfer from the church in Dunn Loring to Bellevue, WA in mid-May.

· Brian and Sara Woodrum plan to move to San Antonio this summer and get a home near UTSA.  Both of them are teachers in Houston.

· Moves
· Edward Tsai joined the American Dental Association and is back in Chicago as of  mid-April.  He spent 6 months with us here.
· Leo Lin came here for a wedding from Los Angeles, stayed with Shawn Liu, and came to the meetings.

· Rich and Sandra Wash moved to the old brothers’ house on Maple Tree.  Paul and Marie Lemons moved into the Dunn’s house, right across from UTSA on Arrow Oaks.

· Passage

· Sr. Angelique Ridley passed away the night of 4/6/06 due to liver failure.  A memorial meeting and love feast was held on 4/15/06 at the meeting hall.   May our Lord comfort her daughter Sr. Michelle Roberts and her family. 
Extra-Local:

· Inoculation:   Physical vaccination is necessary for those who may have bird flu, Hong Kong flu, Ebola, etc; but spiritual vaccination is needed for all of those born of the divine life, especially newborn babes.  The Bible exhorts us that we have to grow up and not to be blown away by different winds of teaching. Please view the website www.AfaithfulWord.com.  

· Bower House, London, UK:  The April 2006 report is that the Bower House is a profitable purchase for: 1) Chinese Scholars Forums—over 200 Chinese attended the seminar and gospel meeting at Bower House;  2) Seminars and Trainings on The Economy of God every Lord’s Day for 10 weeks, 32 lessons on the God-ordained Way, and 96 Lessons Training;  3) Bower House coordinates the 22 conferences planned in 2006 in Europe; 4) FTTL:  Seventeen countries and 27 trainees are using the Bower House facility.  Further, Rhema also takes advantage of this facility for distributing literature in Europe.  Currently, saints worldwide have offered 56% of the purchase price.  Please refer to www.amanatrust.org.uk for details.
· LSM Campus Expansion:  The saints’ offerings purchased the 28-acre campus for conferences, trainings, and publishing.  Presently, we use Building 5 for the annual conferences and trainings. The City of Anaheim’s temporary permit for using Building 5 expires October 2007.  With this in view, LSM has to submit plans to the city to develop the 13-acre lot northeast and adjacent of the current 28-acre property.  The plan is to remodel a warehouse into a 5,000-seat meeting place.  The deadline to submit to the City of Anaheim is 5/15/06.  Please pray for the serving saints who work on the design and construction.
· El Salvador Conference & Brothers’ Training:  The Central American conference was held in San Salvador, El Salvador during the weekend of 4/15/06.  Over 500 saints from Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and El Salvador participated in this fellowship.  Praise the Lord for the oneness in Central America!  Our Br. George Whitington, Br. Gary Kaiser of Pleasanton, CA and others shared the messages on shepherding given in the Taipei Conference and the Elders and Responsible Ones’ Training.
V. Statistics of the Lord’s Day Attendees:



02/01/06

  no data

03/26/06

115

02/12/06

  149


04/02/06

89


02/19/06

  70


04/09/06

108

02/26/06

  n.d.


04/15/06

95

03/05/06

  75


04/23/06

87

03/12/06

  n.d.


04/30/06

95

03/19/06

  105

	Our Necessary Struggle

A letter published in the May 2006 issue of Christianity Today
     Even though the gates of Hades cannot prevail over the built church, they can always frustrate and struggle against the Lord’s recovery.  Paul had this kind of legal dispute with the Judaizers in front of the Roman magistrates (Acts 24:1-23, 25:1-12).  The Sanhedrin brought Jesus to Pontius Pilate, the proconsul of Roman Empire.  The secular governments would not take Jesus’ and Paul’s cases when the Jews demanded on the basis of theological disputes and religious laws.  Only when they accused Jesus and Paul of causing a revolt against the Roman Empire did the Roman officers take action against Jesus and Paul.   In the 16th Century, Martin Luther also “appealed to Caesar” because of persecution from the Roman Church.  Our struggle today against Harvest House Publishers concerning their Encyclopedia of Cults and New Religions is the same, like Daniel had the struggle with the prince of Persia, and we ask that you continuously pray for this struggle.

   The following is a letter printed in Christianity Today, a monthly magazine, by brothers Dan Towle and Chris Wilde, in response to a favorable editorial:

     Our congregations (known to outsiders as the Local Church [actual should be local church]) and Living Stream Ministry appreciate CHRISTIANITY TODAY’S affirmation in a recent editorial that we “are not even close to being a cult,” and its agreement with Fuller Theological Seminary that we represent a “genuine, historical, biblical Christian faith in every essential aspect.”  

     We want our fellow believers to understand the crux of the problem facing us.  While the Encyclopedia of Cults and New Religions (ECNR) provides a theological definition of a cult, it also lists a non-theological litany of evil, immoral, and criminal behaviors.  It is this secular definition to which we object, because thousands of believers globally continue to suffer due to the kind of allegations made in ECNR.  Specifically, we received word that some [Mainland] Chinese officials are using the Texas ruling to justify continued persecution of Christians.  It is certainly not their concern for theology that motivates these officials, but rather the harmful sociological definition that the book promotes.  For the sake of those innocent believers and others, we believe the Lord compels us to continue this struggle.

     Regarding the charge that we are “overly litigious,” this is the third time in our 80-year history that we have appealed to the courts to deal with truly damaging allegations.  Many Christian publishers and ministries have used litigation far more frequently.  In fact, Harvest House sued us first in this dispute.  Prior to litigation and over the last five years, we have tried repeatedly to meet with the authors and publisher to resolve the matter in the biblical way.  They have steadfastly refused to meet with us.

     ECNR author John Ankerberg continues to contradict Fuller, CT, and others, and deny that we are of the faith.  That is his right, but for our part, we worship the God of the Bible, we love the redeeming Christ, and we follow the same indwelling Holy Spirit which all genuine members of the body of Christ share.  We ask all believers in the Lord Jesus to join us in prayer for a resolution that honors Christ and benefits His whole body.

DAN TOWLE

CHRIS WILDE

Local churches and Living Stream Ministry

Orange County, California

Note:  words in bracket” [ ]” are inserts for clarification by editors of this newsletter.




	The Building Fund

6193 Babcock Road, San Antonio 78240

     During this three-month reporting period, the designated offering was less than $5,000.  At present, we have about $65,000 in the building account.

     The estimated building cost is $1.3 million.  The seating capacity is planned for 250-500.  Please pray with us for the Lord’s provision in the Body!  Our target date for using this new facility is in the year of our Lord 2008.
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